
 
June 24, 2009

Favorite Quote of the Week

"I have amazing news for you. Man is not alone on t his planet. He 
is part of a community, upon which he depends absol utely."  

~Daniel Quinn, Ishmael:  
An Adventure of the Mind and Spirit 
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That There Might Be Equality

"For I do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened; but 
by an equality, that now at this time your abundance may supply their 
lack, that their abundance also may supply your lack-that there may be 
equality." - 2 Corinthians 8:13-15 (NKJV) 
  
"Elect from every nation yet one o'er all the earth, her charter of 
salvation, one Lord, one faith, one birth; one holy Name she blesses, 
partakes one holy food, and to one hope she presses, 
with every grace endued." - "The Church's One Foundation" (Hymn 
525) 
 
 

Yesterday I read a blog in which the 
author disputed the idea that it does not 
matter what we do to help the world's 
poor as long as we do something, since 
there are so many. Her point was that 
this idea leads us to think we can 
change the world by spending a few 
hours on a Saturday making and 
handing out sandwiches to people who 
don't want or need them, when we may 
actually only have succeeded in making 
ourselves feel better. Someone posted a 
response to the blog, saying one reason 
for helping the poor is that it turns our 
focus away from ourselves- and in that 
sense, what we do does matter less 
than whether we do it at all.* I think both 
opinions are correct, to a point. Author 
Richard Stearns speaks to this issue in 

The Hole in Our Gospel, explaining his view that most Americans see 
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Calendar
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Water Ministry 
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7 
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Mental Health 
Support Group 
  
11 
Ladies' Lunch 
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12 
Water Ministry 
Informational 
Meeting 
  
18 
Birthday Card 
Club 
  
26 
Vestry Meeting 
Water Ministry 
Meeting 
   
For a complete 
3month 
calendar visit 
the round table 
in the church 
entry or click 
here to visit or 
website 

poverty simply as "the absence of things":  
  
"This is why we throw a dollar in the panhandler's cup, give our old 
clothes to Goodwill, or take short-term missions trips to other 
countries...But this kind of charity, while it has its place, can backfire 
on naïve 'good Samaritans'...it neither addresses the underlying 
stubbornness of poverty, nor is it sustainable; it just creates 
dependency."  
  
He goes on to talk about the importance of giving a "hand up" instead 
of a "handout." Put simply, any attempt at helping another person is 
likely to fail if it does not recognize and preserve his or her dignity.  We 
should help the poor not to make them subordinate to us, but rather, to 
raise them to an equal footing with us. Consider the Anglican 
Communion. When I lived in Washington DC I found it interesting that 
several wealthy churches in Fairfax became part of the Archdiocese of 
Uganda, a country stricken with poverty. These churches planned 
short-term mission trips to Uganda, and since they were in relationship 
with churches in the Archdiocese, they were able to focus their work in 
the areas where it was most likely to make a lasting impact. When they 
came back, however, I was struck by the irony of what had happened: 
a group of people rich in material things travelled to a poor country to 
help the people they found there, only to find that the people they 
came to help were rich in spiritual things. Americans and Ugandans 
each gave freely of their respective abundance, and each came away 
feeling they had received the greater gift. I think this is what St Paul 
was getting at when he exhorted the Corinthians "that now at this time 
your abundance may supply their lack, that their abundance also may 
supply your lack-that there may be equality." 
  
This Sunday's music reminds us we are one Church united in Christ, 
and it is through this unity that we are to "supply [each person's] lack" 
as one body. Our opening hymn, "Awake, Awake to Love and Work," 
introduces this idea: "to give and give, and give again, what God hath 
given thee; to spend thyself nor count the cost , to serve most 
gloriously...."  
  
Our offertory anthem, "Garments of Praise," illustrates beautifully the 
impact of God's grace on our lives, whether in the form of relief from 
physical or spiritual suffering: "Make these broken weary bones rise to 
dance again. Wet this dry and thirsty land with a river!"This Sunday, 
when we say the words of the Benediction, "And now Father, send us 
out to do the work You have given us to do," I challenge you to really 
think about what you are saying. As we sing the closing hymn, "The 
Church's One Foundation," I pray you will consider what work God is 
calling you to do. We need not look far to see the work God wants us 
to do -- it is all around us. God will not force us to do it, but do it we 
must. The souls we save may just be our own! 
  
Kabrena Rodda 
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calendar.    
*To read the blog, go to 
http://www.sarahlaughed.net/lectionary/2006/07/proper_8_year_b.html. 

St. George on Facebook

  
Join St. George online at 
Facebook.com!  Get up the minute 
information, event invitations, and 
more.  Hold discussion over the 
sermon, talk about 'Liner Notes', 
post pictures, and connect with the 
St. George Community! 
  

Kathy is Healed!

~submitted by David Williams 
  
For many years we have seen and experienced the healing power of our Lord: 
physical, mental, spiritual healing in friends, acquaintances or unknown, except 
for a name. Yet now it was our daughter lying in a hospital bed after intricate 
surgery in very critical condition. She had suffered a dissection of the aortic 
artery and had undergone open-heart surgery to repair the valve and artery. Her 
brain had been without blood circulation for thirty nine minutes. Would the Lord 
intervene and bring her back to us whole? 
  
The doctors and nurses were doing all they humanly could for her. Their 
prognosis was grim; mental deficiencies, kidney problems, breathing difficulties, 
possible loss of limb functions, etc. Only 20% of such surgeries are successful 
and many patients do not even survive the first 48 hours. 
  
Kathy's husband, three sons, parents and others prayed. At least once a day, 
we would gather together to share scripture, testimonies, experiences, and to 
visualize Kathy whole and well as we prayed for her healing. At times we were 
joined by her priest, or a Jewish acquaintance. Kathy was on many prayer lists 
around the country. 
  
On the eighteenth day after her attack, she awoke with recognition in her eyes. 
Unable to speak because of a respirator tube, she wrote messages on a slate. 
She showed her old sense of humor in the notes she wrote. Five days later she 
was taken from ICU to a private room. Three days later she was sent home. 
  
Four months later she was cleared to return to work at NMSU. She is fully 
recovered and she and her family have experienced a spiritual renewal. 
  
We are thankful to all of the medical personnel who cared for her so lovingly. 
But most of all, we praise and thank our Lord, the great physician, who 
answered our prayers and gave us the assurance of His grace and presence in 
our lives. Many times doctors would look at Kathy and say, "She's a miracle". 
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They spoke the truth. Praise God for another miracle. 
  
"The Lord is my strength and my song; He has become my victory. Songs of joy 
and victory are sung in the camp of the godly. I will not die, but I will live to tell 
what the Lord has done".  Psalm 118: 14-15a, 17 
  
Martha Williams  
November 2001

Join the Honduran Water Ministry

All,     
  
There is still time to confirm your participation in the 
Honduras Water Ministry's July 30 to August 8th  mission 
trip. We will be drilling a well in Moroceli, Honduras.  
  
To receive more information, please attend one of the 
three informational meetings to be held at St. George 
Church June 28th, July 12th, or July 26th at 3pm.  For 
additional information, please call Art at 210-488-0503. 
  
We will also be conducting hygiene classes, children's 
ministry, and pump repair team activities. We will be 
spreading the Good News of the Living Water of Jesus Christ through our 
ministry to the people of Honduras. Please consider joining us.  
  
In HIS Service, 
Terry Hayes & Art Meier 

Mission Update

  
Hello All, 
 
It has been a very full few months since I've updated you all. I guess summer 
has arrived for everyone. We are still waiting for the monsoon to begin here. It 
has started to the south of us, but it's a week or two late so far. It'll be nice once 
the rains do start because it will cool things down considerably! 
We had a very busy month in the Investigations department. For several months 
our investigators and operatives concentrated on two cases involving two 
separate trafficking and prostitution syndicates. The investigations culminated 
with a rescue operation at the end of May that combined the two cases.  
To give you a little background, the two pimps in question worked with a group 
of "managers" who were involved in prostituting minor girls and major girls who 
were forced against their will. The girls came from other countries in South Asia, 
as well as several other states in this country. For two months our investigators 
and operatives cultivated the trust of these pimps and were able to get valuable 
information out of them. Once we felt we had a very strong case against the 
perpetrators we took our information to the federal intelligence police agency. 
IJM typically works with the local police, but since this case involved a bigger 
inter and intra-country trafficking syndicate, we approached the police at the 
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federal level.  
  
The day of the operation IJM coordinated with the police to execute the rescue, 
which involved three separate locations. In all 34 girls were rescued and 8 
suspects were arrested - a great success for our team! All the girls were taken 
for medical checkups, produced before the court and are now in government 
aftercare homes. 12 of the girls were determined to be minors. All of these girls 
will remain under government custody and shortly will be placed in private 
aftercare homes where they will receive skills training and schooling options. 
Uniquely, in this case, all the major girls will also be kept in the government 
homes for one year to undergo rehabilitation. These girls still have a long, 
challenging road ahead of them and our social workers have a lot of hard work 
to do to get these girls back up on their feet again. But they have a second 
chance and we're grateful for that! 
Other news from our office, at the beginning of this month our entire office went 
on family retreat for 3 days to a beach resort south of here. It was a wonderful 
time for our staff to refresh and re-energize, and it was a true joy to be with all 
the IJM families.  
  
Speaking of families, my parents and brother visited me for about 20 days last 
month! I really loved showing them around my city and sharing my life here with 
them. We also saw some amazing sights traveling around the country! I'm sure 
some of you have heard some good stories from them by now! I'm so grateful 
they were able to visit; it was a great experience for us.  
Sadly my time here in South Asia is winding down. I will be back in the U.S. in 
about two months to move and start preparing for graduate school which begins 
the last week of August. It's hard to believe my time here is almost finished; it 
has gone by so quickly! It will definitely be hard to leave, but I am excited about 
the opportunities I'll have back home. 
I also want to bring to everyone's attention that yesterday in Washington, 
Secretary  of State Clinton and Ambassador-at-Large to Combat Human 
Trafficking Luis CdeBaca released the ninth annual Trafficking in Persons 
Report - which stands as the objective yardstick by which to measure how 
effectively governments around the globe are confronting the issue. 
Secretary Clinton spoke with great passion about her commitment to ending 
trafficking in persons, joined by several Congressional leaders also dedicated to 
that aim.   
  
I paraphrase Secretary Clinton in encouraging you to take a look at the 2009 
G/TIP Report, and to use it as both a reckoning - a powerful diagnostic tool and 
a catalyst for action - as well as a resource - full of critical insights into the status 
of the fight against human trafficking in 175 countries.   
  
You can find the report at http://www.state.gov/g/tip/rls/tiprpt/2009/Prayer 
requests: 
  
Please pray for the 34 girls we rescued last month. A lot of the girls have not 
been responsive to our social workers and seem unwilling to receive counseling 
and training. Pray that these girls receive the healing they need. 
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Pray for the safety of our undercover operatives as they go into very dangerous 
and dark places every day. 
  
Please pray for the follow-up investigation the federal police are doing as a 
result of our last rescue operation. There is the potential to  further uncover and 
disrupt a large trafficking network in South Asia.  
  
  
God bless, 
Nancy  

CAM Food Needs

  
CAM  
  
Dear Parents and Grandparents, 
  
Thanks to all of you who have given so generously to CAM in the past two 
weeks. We are in better shape now in terms of women's and children's  
clothing in particular. 
  
Please consider going through closets as you shop for new outfits for summer.  
We continue to need lightweight summer play clothes and shoes for kids as well 
as gently used underwear and socks. We got a stack of wonderful cut-offs the 
other day and they were snapped right up! 
  
Every good wish for a wonderful family vacation for all of you, 
  
Blessings, 
  
Marti Nodine 
  
 
Follow this link to the CAM website where you can view a list of their greatest 
food needs: http://www.christianassistanceministry.org/current_needs.htm. 

Financial Peace University

And we're off!  People from both St. George and the community are officially 
signed up for our fall session of FPU.  
 To sign up, you can go directly to the 
Dave Ramsey website or email Haley 
Bankey at the email listed below.  
Visit this link and choose which of the 
two classes you would like to attend in 
the fall: Register Me! 
For those interested in learning more 
about the program before they sign up, 
we will be holding another preview on 

August 30th following service.  
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Please join us this fall as we help to get this wonderfully uplifting program out to 
more of the parish family at St. George.  The cost is $93 for the kit, payable to 
St. George Episcopal Church, and you will never spend better money.  If you 
have any questions, please call me at 210-842-7741 or email me at 
hbankey@saintgeorgechurch.org.   
  
Thanks and God Bless, 
Haley Bankey 

Summer Music Offerings... 

  
Our worship team is so committed - and they 
are getting a well deserved break over the 
summer. Our last choral offertory was June 
14th - so during the summer the offertory slot 
is OPEN. Solo or small ensembles are most 
welcome. 
If you are a singer or instrumentalist who would 
like to offer a piece during our summer 
services, please let me know! Or maybe your 
family would like to sing a piece together. 
Perhaps this is the ticket for you if you are 
unable to make an ongoing commitment to the 
Worship Team but have a gift of music to offer 
in thanksgiving to the Lord. I am at your 
service to assist, suggest and support in 
anyway. 
  
Don' t be shy - because we want to be blessed by you!  Be bold. Be creative. Be 
courageous and offer yourself this summer so that the name of the Lord may 
continue to be glorified in our worship together. 
I look forward to visiting with you - 
 
Katharine Frey 
Director of Worship and Liturgy 
Cell: 724-554-1823 

  

����������� 			   
  
Ladies Lunch Bunch Change

Looking Ahead: On July 11th  the Lunch 
Bunch will venture up to the Gruene River 
Grill, 1259 Gruene Road.  For those 
interested in carpooling, please let us know 
and we can meet in the rear church 
parking lot at 11:00 a.m. 
  
http://www.gruenerivergrill.com/ 
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Daughters of the King

   
 The last regular meeting for the Daughters of the King was 
May 2nd. We will break for the summer and our next meeting 
will be September 5th . 
Mark your calendars for June 21 as the Daughters will provide 
cinnamon pull-aparts after the services. We hope to meet and 
mingle with you then as we enjoy the refreshments. 
 
Information and registration can be found at the DOK website.  
  
Who We Are  
The Order of the Daughters of the King (DOK) is a spiritual sisterhood of women 
dedicated to a life of Prayer, Service and Evangelism. We have made a 
commitment to Jesus as our Savior, and we follow Him as Lord of our lives. We 
are an Order for women who are communicants of the Episcopal Church, 
churches in communion with it, or churches in the Historic Episcopate. Today 
our membership includes women in the Anglican, Episcopal, Lutheran (ELCA) 
and Roman Catholic churches. 

The Motto of the Order 
For His Sake... 
I am but one, but I am one. 
I cannot do everything, but I can do something. 
What I can do, I ought to do. 
What I ought to do, by the grace of God I will do. 
Lord, what will you have me do? 

Birthday Card Club 

Handmade cards that show we care!  
  
We meet on the third Saturday of every month to 
make birthday and anniversary cards for the members 
of the church.  We start at 10 and work (play) until 
noon.  We have everything we need but you.  Please 
join us in the Vestry Room which is on the back side 
of the church offices--just follow the laughter and you 
will find us easily. 
  
Next month we meet on July 18th . 

Coffee Hour

   
  
Please sign up to bring refreshments for our Coffee Hour.  We don't 
want the the table to be bare!  Sign up sheet is right beside the food 
table in the Parish Hall. 
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LifeGroups/Small Groups

  
Small Groups  of friends called LifeGroups gather weekly or bi-monthly to study 
scripture or for socializing and acts of service.  Groups are located throughout 
the north San Antonio area.  If you are interested, please check out our link at 
www.saintgeorgechurch.org or 342-4261.  

Mental Health Support Group

   
The Mental Health Support Group will meet the 
second Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the 
Conference Room. For additional information call Jerry 
Fulenwider at 492-4978 or email fulenwiderj@yahoo.com. 

Wednesday Night Bible Study

Every Wednesday night at 7:00pm in the church library.  If 
you would like to join them you can e-mail Robin Martin at 
martinlittlebit@att.net or Charles Manley IV at 
charles.r.manley@gmail.com.  

Prayer Shawl Knitting Group

Join this group on Wednesday afternoons while they 
laugh and knit special prayer shawls for our 
congregation that is under Pastorial Care.  
  
This group meets in the church conference room 
immediately following afternoon bible study (appx 
1:30 p.m.).  Call the church office for more 

information. 

Wednesday Noon Bible Study

Join us as we go through the different books of 
the bible exploring their meanings and impact.  
This afternoon bible study meets in the church 
conference room.  Over fifteen of us are 
already part of this wonderful group. 
 
Stay after for the Prayer Shawl Ministry with 
great fellowship and laughter!  No skills 
required! 

Ministry Cards 
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  Would you like help in actively recruiting for 
your ministry?  We are printing business 
cards specific to each ministry with the 
meeting time printed on the front of the card.  
Please email 
hbankey@saintgeorgechurch.org and let 
Haley know how many cards you would like 
for your ministry.   
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Bishop's Golf Classic

  
For the past three years, the Diocese has had the good fortune to enjoy a 
gathering of parishioners of the Diocese of West Texes for the Bishop's Gold 
Classic, a benefit tournament that provides funds for the children and youth of 
the Diocese to attend campes and other youth events, as well as to provide 
funds for parish youth ministry programs.  
  
In the first year, the Diocese raised approximately $13,000 and in 2008 we 
exceeded $19,600 in profit, all of which is dedicated to children and youth 
minstries. 
  
The next event will be held at the Canyon Springs Golf Club on November 13.  
Registration information will be posted soon.  

Take Me Out to the Ballgame!

  
Please mark you calendars for our annual Diocesan Night 
at the Ballpark. 
  
Wednesday, August 5 , we have reserved seats for families 
and friends from around the Diocese to gather together to 
watch the San Antonio Missions vs. the Corpus Christi 
Hooks. 
  
We will offer the option of a game-only ticket or an all-you-
can-eat picnic with a reserved seat. 
  
Ticket cost for picnic and seat is $15.50/adult and 

$12.50/child.  Seats for the game only are $6.50/person.  Children under two 
years are free to the event.   
  
Please take a registration form off of the bulletin board by the Parish Hall and 
submit it with payment to the St. George office.  

CROSSROADS College Ministry

EveryThursday 
6:30 PM 
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At the Bishop Jones Center 
111Torcido 

210-824-5387 
Crossroads is for college students and young adults living in San Antonio. All 
are welcome: the faithful, the confused, the believers, the unconvinced, and 
anyone who wants to know more about Christ.  
  
Free dinner every week. Bring your friends! 
  
Learn more  

Submit 
for 
eSpear  

If you have something that you would like included in the eSpear, 
please send an email to Haley by Monday  of the week you want the 
article to be included.  Photo submissions (or idea of a stock photo) is 
greatly encouraged! 

Submit by Monday afternoon to hbankey@saintgeorgechurch.org !
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